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Texas Appleseed opposes SB 242 due to Section 25.0342 of the bill which allows school administrators
to transfer an accused child to another campus. While we agree that bullying in schools must be
addressed, we believe transferring an accused student to another campus is the wrong approach and
unlikely to be an effective, long-term solution to the problem of bullying in schools.

Transferring the child to another campus does not address the underlying behavioral issue and places
the accused bully in contact with new victims. Research has shown that students who bully typically
come from troubled families or have been victims of bullying themselves.’

Transferring the child to another campus can have a negative vimpact on their academic achievement.
Studies around school mobility have shown that students who frequently change schools are more likely
to have behavioral issues, more likely to repeat a grade, more likely to dropout, and have lower levels of
academic achievement.” This intervention may therefore place the bully on a School- to-Prison path
that is much more likely to lead to further victimization or the criminal justice system.

Moreover, research shows that individual interventions are not as effective in reducing overall bullying
behavior as programs that are focused school-wide."The most effective anti-bullying programs are
proactive, preventative and work school-wide to create an environment that sends the message that
bullying is not tolerated.” Well-designed programs not only work to significantly reduce and prevent
bullying, they have also been shown to decrease other behavioral problems in schools. ¥

Effective bullying prevention programs fit well within a school-wide Positive Behavioral Interventions
and Support (PBIS) model ~ the evidence based practice Texas Appleseed encourages for general school
discipline. " PBIS is an evidence-based, comprehensive school-wide prevention and intervention
program which provides behavioral support to students and consultation support to teachers.
Implementation of this model has been shown to decrease office referrals, suspensions, expulsions, and
improve school climate. Using proven programs and evidence-based models like PBIS will g0 much
farther in addressing bullying problems in schools than a solution focused on simply sending the bully to
another campus.
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